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MSEIA SOLAR REPORT FOR DELAWARE 
MAY 2016 SUMMARY 

 
Strategic Highlights 
 

New Jersey bill would establish community solar throughout the state.  New Jersey bill Senate Bill S2275, introduced on May 23, would 
effectively allow community solar projects to be developed. Consumers that seek to invest in a solar project would be compensated by a bill 
credit (kWh), provided that the credit could not exceed 100% of the customer's previous year annual usage…  
 
PSE&G files for extension to Solar 4 All Program. New Jersey utility PSE&G filed a request with the New Jersey BPU on May 10 to extend 

its successful Solar 4 All program. If approved, the extension will allow PSE&G to invest approximately $275 million to design and construct 

an additional 100 megawatts-dc (MW-dc) of grid-connected solar capacity on landfills and brownfields in its New Jersey electric service 

territory by the end of 2021… 

 

New Jersey bill seeks to create “New Jersey Solar Energy Study Commission.” Senate Bill S2276, introduced on May 23, would create the 

New Jersey Solar Energy Study Commission, which would study all aspects of New Jersey’s solar energy generation industry, and make 

findings and recommendations to the governor and legislature on how the use of solar energy could be expanded. In addition, S2276 would 

move up a requirement that more than 4 percent of the state’s electricity comes from solar systems in 2021, instead of 2028 as is expected 

according to existing law… 

 

Pennsylvania bill to stabilize the SREC market for project developers. Introduced on May 23, House Bill HB240 would require “electric 

distributors,” that is, any retailer with Alternative Energy Portfolio Standard obligations, to purchase and retire solar renewable energy 

credits (SRECs) which were created within Pennsylvania. As there has been an oversupply of SRECs which has resulted in lower investment 

return for solar project developers, this bill would help provide some relief by attempting to better balance the demand and supply of the 

SREC market… 

 

Pennsylvania bill to provide incentives for purchase of domestically made solar panels. Pennsylvania House Bill HB2066 , introduced 

on May 11, would require all recipients of grant money for solar panels to purchase panels manufactured domestically….  

http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bills/BillView.asp?BillNumber=S2275
https://www.pseg.com/family/pseandg/tariffs/reg_filings/pdf/2016-05-10%20-%20PSE&G%20S4AEII%20Filing.pdf
https://pseg.com/family/pseandg/solar4all/index.jsp
http://www.njleg.state.nj.us/bills/BillView.asp?BillNumber=S2276
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2015&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2040
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/bill_history.cfm?syear=2015&sind=0&body=H&type=B&bn=2066
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GENERAL POLICY  
Reference No. Description Why It Matters Most Recent Action Next Action 
     

 

DEPSC PROCEEDINGS 
Reference No. Description Why It Matters Most Recent Action Next Action 
Delaware 
Renewable 
Energy Task 
Force 
 
 

Working group for 
discussing renewable 
energy issues. 

Could provide 
interesting 
intelligence and 
insight into the 
Delaware solar 
industry. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The group held a meeting to discuss 
the results of 2015 SREC Procurement 
Auction and ideas on how SRECs can 
be accounted for in the PJM GATS 
tracking system (6/4/15). 
 
Renewable Energy Taskforce meeting 
held to discuss the next SREC auction 
and the Green Energy Fund 
(7/30/15). 
 
RET Task Force meeting held 
(8/27/15). 

Awaiting next action. 

http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/energy/information/otherinfo/Pages/RenewableEnergyTaskForce.aspx
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/energy/information/otherinfo/Pages/RenewableEnergyTaskForce.aspx
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/energy/information/otherinfo/Pages/RenewableEnergyTaskForce.aspx
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/energy/information/otherinfo/Pages/RenewableEnergyTaskForce.aspx
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/energy/information/Lists/Delaware%20Renewable%20Energy%20Task%20Force%20Calendar/DispForm.aspx?ID=46&Source=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Ednrec%2Edelaware%2Egov%2Fenergy%2Finformation%2Fotherinfo%2FPages%2FRenewableEnergyTaskForce%2Easpx&ContentTypeId=0x01020093ABEE90808CDC4DAC8C1648042ABD92
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DEPSC PROCEEDINGS 
Reference No. Description Why It Matters Most Recent Action Next Action 
DEPSC Docket 
No. 16-0105 
 
Opened on 
1/15/16. 

Complaint filed by LCP 
Development against 
Delmarva Power alleging a 
deceptive rate design. In 
effect, LCP objects to 
Delmarva charging for the 
relatively small amount of 
station power consumed 
when the solar panels are 
not engaged (including 
standby demand charges) 
rather than just purchasing 
the electricity directly (not 
metering) as is done by 
utilities in other states that 
LCP owns solar stations in. 

Rate treatment of 
utility-scale solar 
vs. net metered 
distributed 
generation.  

 Formal complaint filed (1/15/16). 
 
Delmarva filed a motion to dismiss for 
failure to state a claim on which relief 
may be granted (2/12/16). 
 
DEPSC Staff filed request for hearing 
examiner to stay this proceeding for 
45 days while settlement negotiations 
are ongoing (4/8/16). 
 
Pre-hearing conference held 
(4/13/16). 
 
 

Proceeding is stayed until 
6/2/16. 
 
Pre-hearing motions are 
due by 5/9/16. (This date 
will be rescheduled, if 
necessary). 
 
Hearing scheduled for 
10:00 a.m. ET on 
5/25/16. (This date will 
be rescheduled, if 
necessary). 
 
Briefs due 7/27/16 (this 
date will be rescheduled, if 
necessary). 

DEPSC Docket 
No. 15-1472 
 
Opened on 
10/8/15. 

Application by Delmarva 
Power & Light (Delmarva) 
for approval of its 2016 
procurement of solar 
renewable energy credits 
(SRECs). 

Opportunity for 
customer-
generators and 
larger solar 
facilities to sell 
credits to 
Delmarva. 

Delmarva filed a request to re-start its 
SREC application (3/9/16).  
 
DEPSC issued order directing an 
evidentiary hearing to be held on 
5/3/16 (4/20/16). 
 
DPESC issued an order (5/3/16). 
DEPSC granted Delmarva’s 
application.   

The DEPSC will issue a 
final order that will 
provide the reasoning for 
their decision, at a later 
date.  

http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://www.prquinlan.com/
https://delafile.delaware.gov/CaseManagement/ViewFileNetDocument.aspx?Id=c90295ce-4171-4adc-b479-765624e46773&Type=Docket
https://delafile.delaware.gov/CaseManagement/ViewFileNetDocument.aspx?Id=496551ba-e374-43a0-8f07-72d01696bd21&Type=Docket
https://delafile.delaware.gov/CaseManagement/ViewFileNetDocument.aspx?Id=a89838a2-830d-4a82-80f3-1f233705f7e7&Type=Docket
file:///C:/Users/DC%20SCLLC1/Downloads/16-0105%20Agreed%20Proc%20Sch.pdf
file:///C:/Users/DC%20SCLLC1/Downloads/16-0105%20Agreed%20Proc%20Sch.pdf
file:///C:/Users/DC%20SCLLC1/Downloads/16-0105%20Agreed%20Proc%20Sch.pdf
https://delafile.delaware.gov/CaseManagement/ViewFileNetDocument.aspx?Id=7963de03-b871-4b54-9c9f-87e30759a78d&Type=Docket
https://delafile.delaware.gov/CaseManagement/ViewFileNetDocument.aspx?Id=698b9ba1-dfc8-4f75-b797-b6bb0da5d8b0&Type=Docket
https://delafile.delaware.gov/CaseManagement/ViewFileNetDocument.aspx?Id=277487d8-074a-4095-81e2-e0f29b340861&Type=Docket
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DEPSC PROCEEDINGS 
Reference No. Description Why It Matters Most Recent Action Next Action 
DEPSC Docket 
No. 15-1462 
 
Opened on 
10/7/15. 
 
DE Superior 
Court Civil 
Action No. Nl5A-
12-002 FSS 
 
Opened on 
12/8/15.  

The Division of Public 
Advocate (DPA) petitioned 
the DEPSC to issue 
regulations governing when 
a freeze of the minimum 
percentages of eligible 
energy resources and solar 
PV may be declared  
 
In a previous and related 
proceeding (Docket No. 15-
1462), now closed, DEPSC 
issued an order on 12/4/15 
denying the Public Advocate’s 
request that the DEPSC, 
rather than the Delaware 
Department of Natural 
Resources (DNREC), issue 
regulations governing when 
a freeze of the minimum 
percentages of eligible 
energy resources and solar 
photovoltaics may be 
declared. 

Could have a 
significant impact 
on supplier RPS 
compliance costs. 

DPA filed petition (10/2/15), arguing 
that DNREC does not have the 
authority to issue regulations on an 
RPS freeze but rather that that 
authority is held by the DEPSC. 
 
DEPSC issued order (12/4/15) 
denying the Public Advocate’s 
petition.  
 
DEPSC was served with notice of 
appeal by Public Advocate to DE 
Superior Court (12/21/15). 
 
Opening brief filed by the Delaware 
Public Advocate in the court 
(5/10/16). Document not publically 
available. 

Answering briefs are due 
in the court by 5/31/16; 
reply briefs are due by 
6/14/16.  

 

http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://www.prquinlan.com/
https://delafile.delaware.gov/CaseManagement/ViewFileNetDocument.aspx?Id=6b96c33e-e4f8-4647-9a2b-24ab4eeea2de&Type=Docket
https://delafile.delaware.gov/CaseManagement/ViewFileNetDocument.aspx?Id=10572d89-9f9c-496b-b19f-4efda9299b74&Type=Docket
file:///C:/Users/DC%20SCLLC1/Downloads/DEPSC%20Docket%20No.%2015-1462
https://delafile.delaware.gov/CaseManagement/ViewFileNetDocument.aspx?Id=031d5dcd-4713-49c9-9b66-1b36f5bf2795&Type=Docket
https://courtconnect.courts.delaware.gov/public/ck_public_qry_doct.cp_dktrpt_frames?backto=P&case_id=N15A-12-002&begin_date=&end_date=
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LEGISLATION   
Reference No. Description Why It Matters Most Recent Action Next Action 
Senate Bill 
SB136 
(Simpson) 
 
Introduced on 
6/11/15. 

The 3% Cost Cap for 
the Renewable Compliance 
Charge to electric customers 
established in 
the Renewable Energy Portfolio 
Standards Act is being 
exceeded by the cost of 
contracts for energy credits 
that cannot be re-negotiated, or 
canceled.  

This bill provides a mechanism 
for electric customers to be 
reimbursed for that portion of 
their Renewable Compliance 
Charge that exceeds 3%, up to 
the total amount of the Utility 
Tax. 

Provides financial 
reimbursement for 
customers’ charges 
exceeding the 3% 
cost cap for the 
Renewable Energy 
Compliance charge.  

Introduced and referred to the 
Senate Energy & Transit Committee 
(6/11/15).  

Awaiting scheduling of 
a committee meeting.  

http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/LIS148.NSF/vwLegislation/SB+136?Opendocument
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LEGISLATION   
Reference No. Description Why It Matters Most Recent Action Next Action 
House 
Resolution 
HR47 (Rep. 
Kowalko) (Sen. 
Lavelle & Sen. 
Sokola) 
 
Introduced on 
6/24/15. 

This resolution provides that 
the Delaware Public Service 
Commission (DEPSC) should 
consider only approving 
electricity generating projects 
being developed to assist the 
state in meeting its 
Renewable Energy Portfolio 
Standards that utilize 
eligible energy resources, and 
to consider certifying 
new renewable installations 
that are generated from 
projects developed after the 
enactment of this legislation 
that utilize only 
eligible energy resources. 

As this is a resolution and not a 
bill, this would simply have the 
legislature recognize this issue. 
No legal obligation would be put 
in place. 

Places greater 
authority of 
qualifying 
renewable energy 
for the RPS in the 
hands of the DEPSC.  

Introduced and assigned to the 
House Energy Committee 
(6/24/15). 
 
Reported out of the House Energy 
Committee (4/20/16). 

Awaiting scheduling of 
a House floor vote. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/lis148.nsf/2bede841c6272c888025698400433a04/ab8d275438b1220c85257e66005298f9?OpenDocument&Highlight=0,renewable,energy
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Disclaimer: 

The Strategic Update Service (“Update”) is distributed under a limited license to your organization, pursuant to terms included in your signed agreement with 

P.R. Quinlan Associates Inc.  Distribution of this Update, or the information contained herein, outside of your organization, is prohibited. While P.R. Quinlan 

Associates Inc. makes all reasonable efforts to provide correct information, it cannot and does not warrant or guarantee that the data provided in this Update 

are accurate in every respect. No warranty of any kind, whether express or implied, including but not limited to the warranties of non-infringement of third 

party rights, title, merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose and freedom from computer virus, is given with respect to the mentioned information 

contained in this Update. Therefore, P.R. Quinlan Associates Inc., as well as its officers, directors, employees, agents and managers, on behalf of whom this 

disclaimer is issued, shall have no liability or responsibility whatsoever no matter whether it is based on contract, tort or any other legal ground for any 
inaccuracy, incompleteness, omission, lack of timeliness or any other error of the data nor for any computer viruses transferred with this Update. Decisions 

based on information contained in this Update are the sole responsibility of the user. Thus, P.R. Quinlan Associates Inc., as well as its officers, directors, 

employees, agents and managers shall have in particular no liability or responsibility whatsoever for any direct, indirect or consequential loss to any person 

caused by or arising from any information - whether correct or incorrect - supplied by P.R. Quinlan Associates Inc., through this Update. 

http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://www.prquinlan.com/

