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MSEIA SOLAR REPORT FOR DELAWARE 
JULY 2016 SUMMARY 

Strategic Highlights 
 

Pennsylvania bill seeks to “close the border” on SREC purchases. Senate Bill SB1343 was introduced into the Senate on July 28. This bill 
directs electric utilities and competitive suppliers to purchase their credits created within Pennsylvania, thereby limiting the available 
supply of these SRECs. For solar developers, this legislation will have a positive economic impact for projects within Pennsylvania, but may 
harm projects located outside the state… 
 
District of Columbia bill altering RPS Standards becomes law. District of Columbia Mayor Bowser signed Bill No. B21-0650 into law on 
July 25. Of note, and among other actions, the law raises the renewable portfolio and solar requirements to 50% and 5% by the year 2032, 
respectively; increases financial penalties for electricity suppliers who fail to comply with the renewable energy portfolio standard for the 
applicable year; and establishes a program within the Department of Energy and the Environment to assist low-income homeowners with 
installing solar systems on their homes. The law will take effect upon a 30-day period of congressional review... 
 
The Obama Administration’s new initiative to promote community solar. On July 19, the Administration, in partnership with six federal 

agencies, announced the Clean Energy Savings for All Americans Initiative in an effort to increase installations of solar power for low-income 

households 10-fold to one gigawatt by 2020. Among other actions, the initiative establishes the “Community Solar Challenge.” Through the 

Department of Energy, low-income communities will receive up to $100,000 to develop their own models to increase solar access… 

A first-of-its-kind consumer guide to community solar is released. On July 1, the Solar Energy Industries Association and the Coalition for 
Community Solar Access jointly released the Residential Consumer Guide to Community Solar, a primer for consumers informing them about the 
benefits of community solar as well as tips on how to be an informed consumer, questions solar consumers should ask before entering into an 
agreement and links to other resources…  
 
Nevada approves net metering for the ballot. On July 12, the Nevada Secretary of State's Office qualified the Solar Rate Restoration Referendum 
for the ballot for November of 2016. Voters may have the opportunity to restore Nevada's net metering program to more favorable rates for all 
rooftop customers. This measure still must proceed through a legal challenge currently in process before the state Supreme Court… 
 
State legislature calendar update: The Delaware General Assembly adjourned on July 1, 2016. All pending bills are effectively now dead 

and may or may not be re-introduced in the next session. The Legislature will convene its next session in 2017 

http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billinfo/billinfo.cfm?syear=2015&sind=0&body=S&type=B&bn=1343
http://competitiveenergy.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=358777764a83e8d58a749affd&id=f4ec2b933f&e=a39fe66005
http://competitiveenergy.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=358777764a83e8d58a749affd&id=de0caaac12&e=a39fe66005
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/07/19/fact-sheet-obama-administration-announces-clean-energy-savings-all
http://www.seia.org/sites/default/files/Residential%20Consumer%20Guide%20to%20Community%20Solar%20-%20FINAL.pdf
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Delaware - Renewable Energy 

Reference No. Description Why It Matters Most Recent Action Next Action 

DEPSC Docket No. 
16-0105 
 
Opened on 
01/15/2016 

Complaint filed by LCP Development 
against Delmarva Power alleging a 
deceptive rate design. In effect, LCP 
objects to Delmarva charging for the 
relatively small amount of station 
power consumed when the solar 
panels are not engaged (including 
standby demand charges) rather than 
just purchasing the electricity directly 
(not metering) as is done by utilities 
in other states that LCP owns solar 
stations in. 

Rate treatment of 
utility-scale solar 
vs. net metered 
distributed 
generation.  

All actions in this matter are stayed 
until 8/5/16. 

This proceeding 
is stayed until 
8/5/16 to 
provide LCP 
Development, 
Delmarva, and 
Tangent Energy 
more time in 
order to propose 
a joint 
settlement 
agreement. 

All due dates on 
the procedural 
schedule are 
temporarily 
stayed. 

 
 

http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://www.prquinlan.com/
https://delafile.delaware.gov/CaseManagement/ViewFileNetDocument.aspx?Id=96ac73f2-92d0-4fbb-9ad6-9caa4f35a4aa&Type=Docket
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Delaware - Renewable Energy 

Reference 
No. 

Description Why It Matters Most Recent Action Next Action 

DEPSC 
Docket No. 
15-1462  
 
Opened on 
10/17/2015 

The Division of Public Advocate (DPA) 
petitioned the DEPSC to issue 
regulations governing when a freeze of 
the minimum percentages of eligible 
energy resources and solar PV may be 
declared. 

Also tracked under DE Superior Court 
Civil Action No. N15A-12-002 (opened 
12/8/15). 

Places greater 
authority of 
qualifying 
renewable energy 
for the RPS in the 
hands of 
the DEPSC. 

Could have a 
significant impact 
on supplier RPS 
compliance costs. 

Argument assigned to Judge Legrow. 
Hearing notice issued advising that oral 
argument is scheduled for 8/25/16 
(7/26/16). 

Oral argument 
scheduled for 
10:00 a.m. ET on 
8/25/16. 

Delaware 
Renewable 
Energy 
Task Force 
 
Opened on 
08/14/2014 

Working group for discussing 
renewable energy issues.  

Could provide 
interesting 
intelligence and 
insight into the 
Delaware solar 
industry. 

Intelligence from staff at DEPSC advised 
that a meeting notice for the upcoming 
Renewable Energy Taskforce; meeting 
is scheduled to be held on 8/24/16. 

For more information on this item, 
please contact PRQ.  

Renewable Energy 
Taskforce meeting 
scheduled for 9:30 
a.m. on 8/24/16. 

 

http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://www.prquinlan.com/
https://courtconnect.courts.delaware.gov/public/ck_public_qry_doct.cp_dktrpt_frames?backto=P&case_id=N15A-12-002&begin_date=&end_date=
https://courtconnect.courts.delaware.gov/public/ck_public_qry_doct.cp_dktrpt_frames?backto=P&case_id=N15A-12-002&begin_date=&end_date=
https://courtconnect.courts.delaware.gov/public/ck_public_qry_doct.cp_dktrpt_frames?backto=P&case_id=N15A-12-002&begin_date=&end_date=
https://courtconnect.courts.delaware.gov/public/ck_public_qry_doct.cp_dktrpt_frames?backto=P&amp;case_id=N15A-12-002&amp;begin_date=&amp;end_date=
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/energy/information/otherinfo/Pages/RenewableEnergyTaskForce.aspx
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/energy/information/otherinfo/Pages/RenewableEnergyTaskForce.aspx
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/energy/information/otherinfo/Pages/RenewableEnergyTaskForce.aspx
http://www.dnrec.delaware.gov/energy/information/otherinfo/Pages/RenewableEnergyTaskForce.aspx
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Delaware - Renewable Energy 

Reference 
No. 

Description Why It Matters Most Recent Action Next Action 

House 
Resolution 
HR47  
 (Rep. 
Kowalko) 
(Sen. 
Lavelle & 
Sen. 
Sokola) 
 
Opened on 
06/24/2015 

This resolution provides that the 
Delaware Public Service Commission 
(DEPSC) should consider only 
approving electricity generating 
projects being developed to assist the 
state in meeting its Renewable Energy 
Portfolio Standards that utilize eligible 
energy resources, and to consider 
certifying new renewable installations 
that are generated from projects 
developed after the enactment of this 
legislation that utilize only eligible 
energy resources. 

As this is a resolution and not a bill, this 
would simply have the legislature 
recognize this issue. No law would be put 
in place. 

Places greater 
authority of 
qualifying 
renewable energy 
for the RPS in the 
hands of the 
DEPSC. 

The Delaware Legislature adjourned for 
the year (7/1/16). 

The resolution 
died in the House 
Floor. 

This entry will be 
archived on 
8/12/16. 

http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/lis148.nsf/2bede841c6272c888025698400433a04/ab8d275438b1220c85257e66005298f9?OpenDocument&Highlight=0,renewable,energy
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/lis148.nsf/2bede841c6272c888025698400433a04/ab8d275438b1220c85257e66005298f9?OpenDocument&Highlight=0,renewable,energy
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/lis148.nsf/2bede841c6272c888025698400433a04/ab8d275438b1220c85257e66005298f9?OpenDocument&Highlight=0,renewable,energy
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/lis148.nsf/2bede841c6272c888025698400433a04/ab8d275438b1220c85257e66005298f9?OpenDocument&Highlight=0,renewable,energy
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/lis148.nsf/2bede841c6272c888025698400433a04/ab8d275438b1220c85257e66005298f9?OpenDocument&Highlight=0,renewable,energy
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/lis148.nsf/2bede841c6272c888025698400433a04/ab8d275438b1220c85257e66005298f9?OpenDocument&Highlight=0,renewable,energy
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/lis148.nsf/2bede841c6272c888025698400433a04/ab8d275438b1220c85257e66005298f9?OpenDocument&Highlight=0,renewable,energy
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/lis148.nsf/2bede841c6272c888025698400433a04/ab8d275438b1220c85257e66005298f9?OpenDocument&Highlight=0,renewable,energy
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/lis148.nsf/2bede841c6272c888025698400433a04/ab8d275438b1220c85257e66005298f9?OpenDocument&Highlight=0,renewable,energy
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/lis148.nsf/2bede841c6272c888025698400433a04/ab8d275438b1220c85257e66005298f9?OpenDocument&Highlight=0,renewable,energy
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Delaware - Renewable Energy 

Reference 
No. 

Description Why It Matters Most Recent Action Next Action 

Senate Bill 
SB136 
(Simpson) 
 
Opened on 
06/11/2015 

The 3% Cost Cap for the Renewable 
Compliance Charge to electric 
customers established in the 
Renewable Energy Portfolio Standards 
Act is being exceeded by the cost of 
contracts for energy credits that cannot 
be re-negotiated, or canceled. 

This bill provides a mechanism for 
electric customers to be reimbursed for 
that portion of their Renewable 
Compliance Charge that exceeds 3%, up 
to the total amount of the Utility Tax. 

Provides financial 
reimbursement 
for customers’ 
charges exceeding 
the 3% cost cap 
for the Renewable 
Energy 
Compliance 
charge. 

The Delaware Legislature adjourned 
(7/1/16). 

This bill died in 
committee.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/LIS148.NSF/vwLegislation/SB+136?Opendocument
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/LIS148.NSF/vwLegislation/SB+136?Opendocument
http://legis.delaware.gov/LIS/LIS148.NSF/vwLegislation/SB+136?Opendocument
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Disclaimer: 

The Strategic Update Service (“Update”) is distributed under a limited license to your organization, pursuant to terms included in your signed agreement with 

P.R. Quinlan Associates Inc.  Distribution of this Update, or the information contained herein, outside of your organization, is prohibited. While P.R. Quinlan 

Associates Inc. makes all reasonable efforts to provide correct information, it cannot and does not warrant or guarantee that the data provided in this Update 

are accurate in every respect. No warranty of any kind, whether express or implied, including but not limited to the warranties of non-infringement of third 

party rights, title, merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose and freedom from computer virus, is given with respect to the mentioned information 

contained in this Update. Therefore, P.R. Quinlan Associates Inc., as well as its officers, directors, employees, agents and managers, on behalf of whom this 

disclaimer is issued, shall have no liability or responsibility whatsoever no matter whether it is based on contract, tort or any other legal ground for any 

inaccuracy, incompleteness, omission, lack of timeliness or any other error of the data nor for any computer viruses transferred with this Update. Decisions 

based on information contained in this Update are the sole responsibility of the user. Thus, P.R. Quinlan Associates Inc., as well as its officers, directors, 

employees, agents and managers shall have in particular no liability or responsibility whatsoever for any direct, indirect or consequential loss to any person 

caused by or arising from any information - whether correct or incorrect - supplied by P.R. Quinlan Associates Inc., through this Update. 

http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://www.prquinlan.com/

