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MSEIA SOLAR REPORT FOR PENNSYLVANIA 

JANUARY 2017 SUMMARY 
Strategic Highlights 

The 2017 legislative season is kicking off around the country. In California, Senate Bill S.B. 71 would express the intent of the Legislature to enact 

future legislation that would require the installation of solar photovoltaic systems or solar water heating systems; potentially, this could result in 

significant new demand for solar. New York’s Senate Bill S93 would establish a community solar pilot program in the state under the management of the 

NYPSC, and Senate Bill 822 establishes the Farm-to-Urban Consumer Solar Access Act of 2017, which creates a shared solar program for multi-family 

dwellings, housing cooperatives, and rural communities located within a five-mile radius of a farm operation. In Virginia, Senate Bill SB1208 (cross-filed 

as House Bill HB2112), would require the SCC to adopt rules under which community renewable projects are authorized to operate.  

PURA establishes 2017 schedule for Supplier Working Group. On December 23, the Connecticut PURA issued a 2017 schedule for this stakeholder 

group meets monthly to discuss current topics including consumer protection, electric supplier licensing, Connecticut’s renewable portfolio standards 

process and compliance as well as other matter important to suppliers. 

MEPUC to revise the interconnection rules for small DG facilities in Maine.  On December 12, the MEPUC opened a rulemaking to consider changes 

to interconnection procedures for small distributed generation facilities in Maine. These changes could significantly impact the time to operational status 

for solar projects. Written comments on the proposed amendments are due by 1/25/7. 

Governor Hogan releases Maryland’s 2017 environmental agenda. On January 8, Gov. Hogan announced his policy agenda for energy and 

environmental issues for this coming year (and legislative session). Key initiatives include $41 million to be invested in Tier 1 renewable projects. 

Mississippi working group pushes solar safety best practices. The Mississippi Net Metering Solar Safety Working Group issued its first report on 

January 12, and recommended to the MSPC that it direct a “best practices” guidelines to be developed for solar installation. The working group is seeking 

authorization to continue its meetings throughout 2017. 

Rooftop net-metering returns to Nevada. The NVPUC voted on December 28 to reopen 6MW of installed capacity of rooftop solar energy systems for 

existing and new customer-generators under the prior net energy metering terms and rates in the Sierra Pacific Power service territory. 

Oregon considers value of solar to the grid. The Oregon PUC has initiated an investigation into the resource value of solar in order to determine the 

credit value to pay subscribers to community solar projects. This will determine the methodology used to value community solar projects in the state, 

and which may be adapted to net metering customers in the state as well.  

http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://www.prquinlan.com/
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB71
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S93
https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/bills/2017/S822
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+SB1208
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+sum+HB2112
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**No new relevant cases or legislation and no new action in tracked cases or legislation. 
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Disclaimer: 

The Strategic Update Service (“Update”) is distributed under a limited license to your organization, pursuant to terms included in your signed agreement with 

P.R. Quinlan Associates Inc.  Distribution of this Update, or the information contained herein, outside of your organization, is prohibited. While P.R. Quinlan 

Associates Inc. makes all reasonable efforts to provide correct information, it cannot and does not warrant or guarantee that the data provided in this Update 

are accurate in every respect. No warranty of any kind, whether express or implied, including but not limited to the warranties of non-infringement of third 

party rights, title, merchantability, fitness for a particular purpose and freedom from computer virus, is given with respect to the mentioned information 

contained in this Update. Therefore, P.R. Quinlan Associates Inc., as well as its officers, directors, employees, agents and managers, on behalf of whom this 

disclaimer is issued, shall have no liability or responsibility whatsoever no matter whether it is based on contract, tort or any other legal ground for any 

inaccuracy, incompleteness, omission, lack of timeliness or any other error of the data nor for any computer viruses transferred with this Update. Decisions 

based on information contained in this Update are the sole responsibility of the user. Thus, P.R. Quinlan Associates Inc., as well as its officers, directors, 

employees, agents and managers shall have in particular no liability or responsibility whatsoever for any direct, indirect or consequential loss to any person 

caused by or arising from any information - whether correct or incorrect - supplied by P.R. Quinlan Associates Inc., through this Update. 
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